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OÎ FICE Ol- THE COUNTY MAYOI^ ' 

jOI-IN M. GENTKY 
Counly Mayor 

Jimuaiy 14,2013 

Secretary 
SurfuccTransportaUon Board 
395liSlreelSW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

6 East Madson Avenue 
Athens, Tennessee 373(b 
www mcminncounty>n,gov 

•niONE 423.745 7634 
FAX 423 744 1600 

PubSfR" ocortf 

Rc: CSX Tran.sportBtion Abandonment ofthe Athens Branch in MciMinn County, Tennessee, 
(S1*B Docket No. AB-S5/Sub No. 694X) 

Dear Secretary: 

1 am writing on bchalfofMcMinn County, Tennessee to request another 180 day extension ofthe deadline Tor 
negohaiions with CSX TmnsportaUon, Inc. (**CSXT"), regarding the Notice of Interim Trail Use in the above 
captioned proceeding with respect to die 6.4 mile ponion of tlic line ("the Alhcns Branch'*) Uiat extends 
northwest from near Englcwood to Adiens. (between 0KW327 0 and 0KW333 4 including lx)di spurs located 
after OKW 332). Pursuant to die August 24, 2012 decision Cthe Decision'*) of the Surface Transportation 
Board C'lhc Boanl"), an agreeineni for interim uail us< r̂oil banking expires February 23, 2013 (^^Negotiating 
Deadline") 

As referenced in the previous extension request, the consulbng enviionmental engineer hired by die City of 
Athens has now conduded the soils test required t>y the railroad. The county has also completed a project 
dcvelopineni cast cstiniulc and higliwoy crossing design t ^ u registered arcliitect. It is important to note di:u 
local elections have also now t>een completed in two of die aflccted municipalities and meaningful negotiauons 
can now commence A price for the corridor has l»en requested from CSX, but lias not Ixxn provided at diis 
time. Wc expect to be able to continue negotiations 

Tlic County respecifully requests an extension to August 21, 2013 (180 calendar days for the Negotiating 
Deadline) In addiuon, the County respectfully requests a waiver of die Boards filing fees in accordance widi 49 
CFR 1002.2(cXI) 

ifully submitted. 

M. Gdnb>' 
McMinn County Ma>'or 

cc: Bmce McMahon 
Elizabeth Steel 
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